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Common Core 
Georgia Performance 

Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The  purpose of this session is to communicate the transition from Georgia Performance Standards to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards.  At the end of this session you will see that Georgia’s work with performance standards has paved the way for a smooth transition to Common Core standards.
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Georgia’s Curriculum
Past, Present, and Future

1986
• Quality Core Curriculum (QCC) Objectives

2005
• Georgia Performance Standards (GPS)

2012
• Common Core Georgia Performance 

Standards (CCGPS)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have been a part of a rapidly changing society where the workplace looks nothing like it did 25 years ago.  In the early 80’s, 20% of our students moved on to post-secondary institutions and the other 80% moved directly into the workplace. However, the workplace has undergone such drastic changes in the past 25 years, that now 83% of jobs require some form of post-secondary learning prior to employment. It has recently been determined that, in fact, the requirements to be career ready are identical to those requirements to be college ready. Certainly these changes have implications for a viable K-12 curriculum. Let’s take a quick look at education in the past 25 years.

Before 1986, the textbook was the curriculum. In 1986, computers were just being introduced into the educational process – often 4 or 5 Apple 2Es for a faculty of 12 to 15, graphing calculators were still a dream for classrooms, and things like DNA profiling were unheard of. The QCCs, however, were clearly an improvement. Unfortunately, other than a cursory review in the early 90’s, the curriculum saw no changes for the next 20 years – all the while, technology was speeding along & changing our workplace dramatically.

In 2005, the roll-out of GPS brought us into the 21st century in curriculum with an emphasis on evidence of student learning and not merely a checklist of objectives to guide teachers. Because not much had changed with regard to curriculum in 20 years, the transition was and continues to be, at times, rocky – but the transition to GPS closed the gap between career and college expectations and the curriculum that our students were learning in our K-12 program.

And now we have an incredibly exciting opportunity to join at least 43 other states and the District of Columbia in our transition to Common Care Georgia Performance Standards. So what exactly is the CCSS Initiative and why is it right for Georgia students?
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Common Core State Standards

The Common Core State 
Standards Initiative (CCSSI) is 
a state-led effort coordinated by 
the National Governors 
Association (NGA) and the Council 
of Chief State School Officers 
(CCSSO). 

www.corestandards.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to note that CCSS is NOT a federal mandate – but rather a state-led effort in which Georgia has been a governing state all along the way. It is also important to understand why states even became interested in the initiative in the first place.


http://www.corestandards.org/�


Criteria for Common Core 
State Standards

• Aligned with expectations for college and 
career success

• Clear, so that educators and parents know 
what they need to do to help students learn

• Consistent across all states, so that students 
are not taught to a lower standard just 
because of where they live
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Criteria for Common Core 
State Standards

• Include both content and the application of 
knowledge through high-order skills

• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state 
standards and standards of top-performing 
nations

• Realistic, for effective use in the classroom

• Informed by other top performing countries, so 
that all students are prepared to succeed in our 
global economy and society
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What Is the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative?

Building on the strength of current state 
standards, the CCSS are designed to be:

• Anchored in college and career readiness 

• Internationally benchmarked

• Focused, coherent, clear and rigorous

• Evidence and research based



College and Career Readiness Standards

• General, cross-disciplinary literacy 
expectations that prepare students for college 
and the workforce

• Set the foundation for the grade level standards

7

Handout 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Handout 1: AnchorStandards; may want to print handouts in different color paper

These standards are the same for each section of the document: K-5, 6-12, and Literacy (6-12) for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. 

The goal of each grade level standard is to prepare students for success in the achievement of the college and career readiness standards.
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Why Common Core
State Standards?

• Preparation: The standards are college- and 
career-ready. They will help prepare students 
with the knowledge and skills they need to 
succeed in education and training after high 
school.

• Competition: The standards are internationally 
benchmarked. Common standards will help 
ensure our students are globally competitive. 

• Equity: Expectations are consistent for all –
and not dependent on a student’s zip code.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The governors and chief state school officers agreed that :
1.) different standards that already exist in each state create confusing expectations across the states;
2.) the global competitive edge is lagging among students in the US;
3.) current workforce skills do not match 21st century workplace demands 
The goal of the CCSS initiative was to rectify those issues, so the priorities included:
Preparation to ensure that students are both college and career ready
Global competitiveness
Equity for all
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Why Common Core
State Standards?

• Clarity: The standards are focused, coherent, 
and clear. Clearer standards help students (and 
parents and teachers) understand what is 
expected of them.

• Collaboration: The standards create a
foundation to work collaboratively across 
states and districts, pooling resources and 
expertise, to create curricular tools, professional 
development, common assessments and other 
materials. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clarity of expectations for students, teachers, and parents
Collaboration for the sharing of resources, curricular tools, and common assessments






• Previous work with the GPS has prepared 
Georgia for the implementation of the CCSS.

• Although some content may be in different grade 
levels in the CCSS, all of the standards are 
addressed in the GPS.

• CCSS expectations are consistent with a 
single/high-rigor diploma requirement for all 
students.
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How did GPS help us prepare for Common 
Core State Standards?



Thomas Fordham Institute

• Compared each state’s current standards to 
the new Common Core State Standards

• http://www.edexcellence.net/publicationsiss
ues/publications/the-state-of-state.html

11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Thomas Fordham Institute issued a report in July of 2010. This report compared each state’s current standards to the new Common Core State Standards. The title of the report and the link are listed. What did this report reveal to us about Georgia’s own curriculum?

The State of State Standards--and the Common Core--in 2010  July 21, 2010


http://www.edexcellence.net/publicationsissues/publications/the-state-of-state.html�
http://www.edexcellence.net/publicationsissues/publications/the-state-of-state.html�
http://www.edexcellence.net/publicationsissues/publications/the-state-of-state.html�
http://www.edexcellence.net/publicationsissues/publications/the-state-of-state.html�
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Thomas Fordham Institute
ELA GPS and CCSS in 2010

Georgia ELA GPS: Grade B+
Clarity and Specificity  2/3
Content and Rigor       6/7

Total GPS Score      8/10
Georgia is one of 11 states considered to be in the 

same league as Common Core.

ELA CCSS: Grade B+
Clarity and Specificity  2/3
Content and Rigor       6/7
Total CCSS Score   8/10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that Georgia is one of the top 11 states as ranked by the Fordham report. States considered to have standards deemed to be superior to Common Core State Standards (Score of A: California, District of Columbia, and Indiana. Score of A-:Massachusetts, Texas, and Tennessee) 
Fordham scored Common Core a B+. There were 8 states with scores deeming each state’s comparison as too close to call. Score of B+: Georgia, Louisiana, Virginia, Colorado, and Oklahoma.  Score of B: Florida, Alabama, and Arizona. Based on CCSS’s score as well as GPS’s score, it is evident that Georgia’s standards were indeed a good match for Common Core.
The GPS ELA curriculum and CCSS ELA curriculum both were awarded a grade of B+. 
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Thomas Fordham Institute
Math GPS and CCSS in 2010

Georgia Math GPS: Grade A-
Clarity and Specificity  3/3
Content and Rigor       6/7

Total GPS Score      9/10
Georgia is one of eight states receiving at least 9/10 

points.
Math CCSS: Grade A-
Clarity and Specificity  2/3
Content and Rigor       7/7
Total CCSS Score   9/10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that in math, Georgia is 1 of only 8 states to earn 9 or more points out of a possible 10 points; that the GPS curriculum and CCSS curriculum both were awarded a grade of A-; and that while Georgia earned 1 more point than CCSS in clarity, CCSS earned an additional point in rigor. 
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Common Core 
Georgia Performance Standards

English Language Arts 
Literacy in Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we’ll focus on Common Core with regard to English language arts



Common Core State Standards in
English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards  
 Overarching standards for each strand that are 

further defined by grade-specific standards 

Grade-Level Standards in English Language Arts (CCGPS)
 K-8, grade-by-grade
 9-10 and 11-12 grade bands for high school 
 Four strands: Reading, Writing, Speaking and 

Listening, and Language
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
first section: College and Career Readiness standards for the entire Common Core State Standards. 
ultimate level of achievement for a graduating student who is college and/or career ready. 

second section of the document is the Grade level specific standards. 
Each standard in each grade level is directly aligned to its corresponding overarching, or anchor, standard from the College and Career  Readiness standards. 
of the purpose of CCR (College and Career Readiness standards).



Common Core State Standards in
English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards  
 Overarching standards for each strand that are 

further defined by grade-specific standards 

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 
and Technical Subjects
 Standards are embedded at grades K-5
 Content-specific literacy standards are provided for 

grades 6-8, 9-10, and 11-12 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
first section: College and Career Readiness standards for the entire Common Core State Standards. 
ultimate level of achievement for a graduating student who is college and/or career ready. 

last section: This is a critical piece of understanding regarding the differences and the purposes of the CCR and the CCSS. 

content specific literacy standards for history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. 

These standards are intended to be used by the teachers within these content-specific disciplines. 
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CCGPS
There are four strands in ELA

Reading
9  Standards (Literary Text)

10 Standards (Informational 
Text)

Writing 10 Standards

Speaking & Listening 6 Standards

Language 6 Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELA standards possible at each grade level is 41. 

reading strand has been divided into 
literary text: and Standard number 8 under the literary division is not applicable: evaluate arguments/validity/sufficient evidence
informational text

standards are phased in during the early grades. 
kindergarten does not have a standard 4 in the writing strand.  (organization/style/ appropriate to task/purpose/audience
Standard 4w does not begin until 3rd grade. 
standard 9w begins in grade 4 (draw evidence from text)
standard 10w begins in grade 3. (write over extended time frames to research/reflect/revise)
The language strand does not include standard 3 until 2nd grade. (how language functions in different contexts)



Key Features of the ELA Standards

• Reading: Text complexity and the growth of 
comprehension

• Writing: Text types, responding to reading, 
and research

• Speaking and Listening: Flexible 
communication and collaboration

• Language: Conventions, effective use, and 
vocabulary
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The text complexity issue is one that is vastly different from GPS. 

It should be noted that Lexile levels have increased for text complexity above the noted levels now used. 

GPS Lexile 1220: CC Lexile bumped up to 1355

Writing addresses three specific genres: 

Argumentative,  (Response to Literature)

Explanatory,   (GA requires technical writing)
history, science, social studies, and technical subjects 
supplemental documents will be created and provided which will assist teachers in the area of technical writing.

Narrative. 


The biggest change in language is the movement of vocabulary from reading.



CCR Anchor Example for Reading
CCR

Reading Standard #1

Read closely to determine 
what the text says explicitly 
and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn 
from the text.

CCGPS
Reading Standard #1

(Kindergarten- Lit.) With 
prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about 
key details in a text.

(7th grade Lit.) Cite several 
pieces of textual evidence 
to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Refer to alignment on slide.

CCR:  a cumulative progression met by end of high school.

K-12 grade-specific: end-of-year expectations 



Support Documents for ELA Common 
Core 

• Appendix A: Research & Glossary of Key 
Terms

• Appendix B: Text Exemplars & Sample 
Performance Tasks

• Appendix C: Samples of Student Writing

• Language Progression Chart 

www.corestandards.org
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Common Core provides several worthy documents to assist teachers with exemplars. Appendix B provides a list of novels, short stories, poems, nonfiction, etc. which represent the text complexity component and comprehension. Appendix C offers a collection of student writings from grades K-12 as well as annotations.  A “Language Progressive Skills, by Grade” lists the skills that require continued attention in standards 1 through 3. This chart begins in 3rd grade and continues through grade bands 11-12.  As skills are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking, earlier standards are subsumed by the higher level standards.



http://www.corestandards.org/�


States were allowed to add 15%
Georgia added to ELA…
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• Approximately 10 elements K-12

• 1st & 2nd grade – Prewriting; Writing 
Legibly

• 3rd & 4th grade – Cursive Writing

• 9th – 12th grades –Writing Legibly

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 elements were added in grades K-12. States were allowed to add 15%. Ga added these to ELA
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Common Core 
Georgia Performance Standards

Mathematics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we’ll focus on Common Core math.



23

Common Core for Mathematics
Standards for Mathematical Content

• K-8 grade-by-grade standards organized by 
domain

• 9-12 high school standards organized by 
conceptual categories

Standards for Mathematical Practice
• Describe mathematical “habits of mind” 
• Offer standards for mathematical proficiency: 

reasoning, problem solving, modeling, 
decision making, and engagement 

• Connect with content standards in each grade

Handout 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Handout: Understanding Mathematics – standards for mathematical practice. Overall, this handout may be useful to share with faculty, parents & community. 

The standards are categorized much as our GPS is:
Content standards
Process Standards
The content standards are: (read points)
The standards for mathematical practice: (read points)
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K- 5 Mathematics Standards

• Whole numbers
• Addition
• Subtraction
• Multiplication
• Division
• Fractions and decimals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The K-5 standards provide students with a solid foundation.
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6- 8 Mathematics Standards

• Robust learning in geometry, 
algebra, and probability and 
statistics.

• Grades 7 and 8 include significant 
algebra and geometry content.

• Grade 7 mastery is prep for 
algebra in 8th grade or after. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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High School Mathematics 
Standards

• Number and quantity

• Functions

• Algebra

• Geometry

• Modeling

• Statistics and probability

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The high school standards are grouped by conceptual categories (number and quantity, functions, algebra, geometry, modeling, and statistics and probability) and are not designed to suggest an appropriate delivery system nor are they divided into specific courses. However, Achieve, who has worked in partnership with the CCSS writers, has provided us with two model delivery systems and has suggested flexibility at the course level in terms of standards addressed.





Model Course Pathways for Math

Pathway A
Traditional in U.S.

Geometry

Algebra I

Courses in higher level math: Precalculus, Calculus (upon completion of Precalculus), 
Advanced Statistics, Discrete Math, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, or other courses to be 

designed at a later date, such as additional career technical courses.

Pathway B
Integrated approach 

Math II

Math I

Algebra II Math III
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The decision has not 
yet been made 
regarding delivery 
system or pathway for 
Common Core GPS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The decision has not yet been made regarding delivery system or pathway for Common Core GPS.

Please note that the first course in Pathway A is not the same as the QCC Algebra I course. The standards suggest the same depth and rigor of our current GPS Math I and GPS Algebra courses. While Achieve and the CCSS writers have not designed 4th Math course options, we have addressed appropriate options to include:
Math IV
Pre-Calculus
AP Calculus AB & BC
AP Statistics
Multivariable Calculus
History of Math
Advanced Mathematical Decision Making
Math of Industry and Government
Math of Finance



How do we move 
from GPS to CCGPS?

28
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What are the non-negotiables?

• 100% of the Common Core 
must be delivered in our 
curriculum.

• The standards must be addressed 
at the grade level where they 
are assessed.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We can address ‘pieces’ of the standards in grades and courses prior to the assessment year, but must ‘put those pieces together’ in the grade in which they are assessed. 

Though CCSS does not assess money standards until 2nd grade, the conceptual development of money should begin as early as kindergarten. 
Though 6th graders are asked to determine the Least Common Denominator and Greatest Common Factor, prior discussions are appropriate in 4th and 5th grade classrooms. 

Our adoption requires implementation in three years. Be careful of the gaps created in the process:
1st symmetry QCC        6th GPS         4th CCSS

We need to begin our plan for implementation.




• PARCC Consortium - Federally-funded grant to 
develop Common Core assessments 

• Georgia is a governing member of this 26 state 
collaborative. 

• Assessments administered throughout the 
year 

• Cumulative end-of-year assessment of all 
grade level standards
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How will Common Core 
be assessed?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PARCC (Partnership for Assessment for Readiness for College and Career) has begun its work with a focus on K-8 assessment systems. 

series of assessments administered throughout the year 

The cumulative end-of-year assessment will sample all of the grade level standards.

25% of the year – K-8 ELA – read a text and write a response to the text. 

50% - compare 2 texts. 

75% - have a controlled library that can be on the topic or not on the topic, some valid sources and some not, and over a 2-3 day session, write an argument concerning that topic. 

90% - multiple choice test. 

Regarding, PARCC is currently looking into the best approach for high school assessments.
 
first Common Core Assessment will be administered in school year 2014-15
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CCGPS Timeline
2012-2013   Implementation/Transition 

2013-2014   Implementation/Field Test

2014-2015 Implementation/Common Assessment
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Secondary Math CCGPS Roll Out Plan
Ninth Graders Tenth Graders Eleventh Graders Twelfth Graders

2011 / 
2012

GPS Course  w/EOCT GPS Course w/EOCT GPS Course GPS Course

2012 / 
2013

CCGPS Course w/EOCT GPS Course w/EOCT GPS Course GPS Course

2013 / 
2014

CCGPS Course w/EOCT CCGPS Course w/EOCT GPS Course GPS Course

2014 / 
2015

CCGPS Course w/Common 
Core Assessment

CCGPS Course w/Common 
Core Assessment

CCGPS Course w/Common 
Core Assessment

GPS Course

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…to share this matrix with you. As you examine the matrix, you will realize that while we are fully implementing CCGPS in 2012-2013, we are always focused on what is right for our students. 

This matrix indicates that students who began their high school mathematics coursework in GPS will not be asked to shift to the CCGPS course pathway. In 2012-2013, only ninth graders entering high school in that year will participate in the CCGPS high school course pathway.

This slide may be printed as a Handout.




CCGPS Professional Learning Timeline

• CDs with recorded sessions sent to each school

• Face-to-face PL and technical support via RESA Mathematics and  
ELA mentors  
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March – June  2011 District and School-level Orientation and 
Resource Development

September 21, 2011 State-wide CCGPS meeting for educators 
and stakeholders via Georgia Public 
Broadcasting

January – March 2012 K-12 ELA and Mathematics PL streamed 
via Georgia Public Broadcasting 

Handout 3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Handout 3: ProfLrng Timeline
 
Notice that GaDOE has dedicated school year 2011-12 to professional learning for teachers and to resource development. We will need the school’s  support to ensure that every teacher in Georgia takes advantage of the information and professional learning sessions next year. 
DOE is committed to speaking directly to every teacher at every grade level, but that will require the school’s  support and buy-in of the professional learning process. The professional learning opportunities are critical to the success of the transition and that their participation is required at each juncture. DOE will begin with an orientation session for every Georgia teacher (GPB, set for Sept. 21). 

In subsequent grade level/course sessions, teachers will dissect the CCGPS curriculum specific to their grade or course. In that second session, teachers will become astutely familiar with the exact matches of GPS and CCGPS standards and will scrutinize the specific contrasts between the standards as well.

Please include PL for the CCGPS in your school improvement plan.
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CCGPS Resources

GaDOE Director of 
Curriculum - Pam Smith 

pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us

ELA Program Coordinator -
Kim Jeffcoat

kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us

Math Program Coordinator -
Sandi Woodall 

swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where to find standards, etc. – on RESA web page

Refer to handouts, especially the timeline, which is likely to change. By checking the DOE page, administrators will have access to the latest timeline and other resources.

mailto:pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us�
mailto:kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us�
mailto:swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us�
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HTTP://WWW.CPRESA.ORG/

CCGPS Resources

http://www.cpresa.org/�
http://www.cpresa.org/�
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CCGPS Resources
http://www.gadoe.org/CCGPS.aspx

http://www.gadoe.org/CCGPS.aspx�
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